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ATTENTION! 

THE 

PE»PLE !! 

A.  LINCOLN,  ESQ'A, 

OF  Sangamon  County,  one  of  the  Elec- 
toral Candidates^  will  ADDRESS  the 
PEOPLE 

This  Evening!! 

At  Early  Candlelighting,  at  the  WOLD 
COITRT  ROOJfljn  (Rile)'s  Building.) 
Btf  request  of 

MANY  CITIZENS. 

Thundaj.  April  9th,   1840. 
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The  "Long  Nine." 

The  canvass  of  1840  was  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's last  campaign  for  the  legislature. 
Feeling  that  he  had  had  enough  honor 
out  of  the  office,  he  probably  aspired  for 
a  place  of  more  distinction.  Jesse  B. 
Thomas,  one  of  tbe  men  who  had  repre- 
sented the  Democratic  side  in  the  great 
debate  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  a 
speech  at  the  courthouse  during  this 
campaign,  indulged  in  some  fun  at  the 
expense  of  the  "Long  Nine,"  reflect- 
ing somewhat  more  on  Lincoln  than  the 
rest.  The  latter  was  not  present,  but 
being  apprised  by  his  friends  of  what 
had  been  said  hastened  to  the  meeting, 
and  soon  after  Thomas  closed  stepped 
upon  the  platform  and  responded.  The 
substance  of  his  speech  on  tbis  occasion 
was  not  so  memorable  as  the  manner 
of  its  delivery. 

He  felt  the  sting  of  Thomas'  allu- 
sions, and  for  the  first  time,  on  the 
stump  or  in  public,  resorted  to  mimicry 
for  effect.  In  this,  as  will  be  seen  later 
along,  ho  was  without  a  rival.  He  im- 
itated Thoir^fi  in  gesture  and  voice,  at 
times  caricaturing  his  walk  and  the 
very  motion  of  his  body.  Thomas,  like 
everybody  else,  had  some  peculiarities 
of  expression  and  gesture,  and  these 
Lincoln  succeeded  in  rendering  more 
prominent  than  ever.  The  crowd  yelled 
and  cheered  as  he  continued.  Encour- 
aged by  these  demonstrations,  the  lu- 
dicrous features  of  the  speaker's  per- 
formance gave  way  to  intense  and  scath- 
ing ridicule.  Thomas,  who  was  obliged 
to  sit  near  by  and  endure  the  pain  of 
this  unique  ordeal,  was  ordinarily  sen- 
sitive, but  the  exhibition  goaded  him 
to  desperation.  He  was  so  thoroughly 
wrought  up  with  suppressed  emotion 
that  he  actually  gave  way  to  tears. 

He  was  selected  as  an  elector  on  the 
Harrison  ticket  for  president  in  1840, 
and  as  such  stumped  over  a  good  por- 
tion of  the  state.  In  debate  he  fre- 
quently met  Douglas,  who  had  already 
become  the  standard  bearer  and  expo- 
nent of  Democratic  principles.  These 
joint  meetings  were  spirited  affairs 
sometimes,  but  at  no  time  did  he  find 
tha  Little  Giant  averse  to  a  conflict. 
"He  was  very  sensitive,"  relates  one  of 
bis  colleagues  on  the  stump,  "where  he 
thought  he  had  failed  to  meet  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  friends. " 


LOVED  HIS  FELLOW  MEN. 

Eloquent  In  His  Own.  Peculiar  Style  In 
the  Use  of  Forceful  Saxon  Monosyllables 
—Most  Popular  "Whig  Member  of  the ' 
House— Always  Used  the  Subjunctive^ 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  already  -a  distinguished 
character  In  Illinois  when  I  came  to  the 
Statt  in  1837.  When  the  Legislature  met 
for  the  first  time  in  Springfield,  the  new  cap- 
ital of  the  State,  in  the  fall  of  1830,  I  was 
present  for  two  days,  but  Mr.  Lincoln  dlA 
not  make  himself  conspicuous  while  I  was 
there.  In  the  summer  following,  however, 
during  the  Presidential  "  Hard  Cider  "  cam- 
paign, Mr.  Lincoln  canvassed  the  State  ef- 
fectively In  behalf  of  General  William  Henry 
Harrison,  and  It  was  when  he  visited  Mount 
Carmei,  the  county  seat  of  Wabash  County, 
that  I  became  personally  acquainted  with 
him.  His  first  address  was  delivered  In  the 
courthouse  In  the  afternoon,  when  there 
were  a  number  of  women  in  the  audience. 
He  was  tall  and  rather  ungainly  In  appear- 
ance, but  dignified  and  eloquent  In  his  own 
peculiar  style  In  the  use  of-  forceful  Saxon 
monosyllables.  His  speech  In  the  evening 
was  made  to  a  houseful  of  men  and  Jboys, 
when  he  seemed  to  let  himself  down  to  their 
level,  pouring  forth  a  torrent;  of  witticisms 
and  anecdotes  whicn  aroused  the  wildest 
bursts  of  applause.  Being  a  member  of  th» 
opposing  party  I  did  not  join  in  the  hilarity, 
but  I  could  not  but  admire  the  skill,  humor, 
and  fairness  of  his  platitudes,  and  when  I 
met  him  afterward  I  was  charmed  by  his  un- 
ostentatious deportment  and-  genial  man- 
ners. * 

In  the  fall  of  1840  I  went  to.  Springfield  and 
.  spent  the  winter  there,  acting  during  a  por- 
tion of  the  time  as  assistant  enrolling  clerk 
of  the  Senate.  In  my  official  connection 
with  a  number  of  subsequent  Legislatures 
of  Illinois,  and  a  visitor  to  others,  I  can 
think  of  none  which  surpassed  that  of 
1840  in  the  number  of  brilliant  men.  Harden 
was  the  most  active  Whig'  member  In  tha 
House,  but  Lincoln  was  more  popular  be- 
cause of  his  uniform  courtesy.  While  Doug- 
las, then  Secretary  of  State,  was  extremely 
positive  In  all  his  assertions  of  facts,  Lincoln 
always  used  the  subjunctive.  He  would  say: 
"  If  you  will  examine  the  record  of  such  a 
date  or  on  such  a  page  I  think  you  will  find 
this  to  be  true,"  never  closing  the  door  so 
that  art  opponent  could  not  contest  his  posi- 
tion without  questioning  his  veracity. 

When  President  Taylor  died  in  1860  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  requested  to  deliver  an  obituary 
address  at  South  Market  Hall  in  Chicago.. 
Three  o'clock  In  the  afternoon  was  the  time 
set.  for  the  address.  About  twenty  minutes 
before  the  hour  set  I  called  upon  him  at  his 
hotel.  I  found  him  sitting  alone  on  the  side- 
walk on  the  shady  side  of  the  hotel,  which 
stood  where  the  Sherman  House  now  stands. 
There  was  no  committee  there  to  escort  hint 
to  the  hall,  and  after  a  few  minutes'  conver- 
sation he  remarked  that  it  was  about  time 
to  go  to  the  hall.  He  was  simply  dressed  in 
hjs  traveling  suit,  and  we  walked  to  the  hall 
together,  I  having  the  honor  of  being'  his 
only  escort.  There  were  some  200  or  300  peo- 
ple assembled  to  hear  Mm.  He  made  an 
unpretentious  address,  giving  a  sketch  of 
the  life  and  servlce.of  Zachary  Taylor  and 
closed!  It  with  a  somewhat  dramatic  pro- 
nouncement of  the  entire  poem  so  often 
quoted  by  him:  "  O,  why  should  the  spirit 
of  mortal  be  proud." 
Like  Ben  Adham.  he  loved  his  fellow-men. 
'    r  .-»-■.'.    ■  •     •  ".A.  J.  OUixowat. 
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